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Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
London SW1A 2HQ 

11 November 2020 


Dear Chancellor,

HBAA would like to request that HM Treasury create a ‘Re-Skill and Re-Equip’ Fund to help many viable businesses across various industry sectors to Re-Skill their staff and Re-Equip their companies to enable them to adapt and stay in business.
HBAA represents more than 300 UK member organisations including over 100 agency and 225 venue members who work collaboratively in the business events, accommodation, meetings and events sector which, as you know, is currently struggling to stay alive due to restrictions imposed by the government to control coronavirus.

The association is committed to supporting our members in diversifying their businesses to survive the pandemic and have greater viability in the long term. Companies involved in delivering meetings and events, the venues themselves and professional freelancers are unable to arrange, host or work on live events. They are having to adapt to stay in business by creating virtual and hybrid events which for many, involves acquiring a completely new skill set and knowledge base.

Despite having almost no income from their usual activities purely due to restrictions imposed to control coronavirus, businesses are having to find money to invest in training and equipment to be able to help clients to run professionally presented virtual and hybrid events, just like the recent Conservative and other political party conferences. 

This is not about retraining people for different industries such as cybersecurity. This is to invest in re-skilling staff so that they can be retained in their existing industries to meet growing demand for new ways of working, interacting and engaging, as well as a more secure future. 

It applies not only to the whole of the £84bn events industry which is united as #OneIndustryOneVoice, but also to many other sectors including the theatre and music industries where production staff and venues have also been retraining and re-equipped to run virtual concerts and shows.

The CBI recently stated that nine in ten workers will need to learn new skills or be retrained over the next decade because the changing nature of the economy is transforming the skills required for many jobs.  That is already apparent in the events industry so please let us receive the funding now to keep our experienced people and support them in being ready for the future.

Mental Health First Aiders

We also recommend and request that the Re-Skill and Re-Equip Fund should additionally support every industry by training more people in the workplace to be Mental Health First Aiders to meet an immediate need.

Almost one in five adults (19.2%) were likely to be experiencing some form of depression during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic in June 2020; this had almost doubled from around 1 in 10 (9.7%) before the pandemic (July 2019 to March 2020), according to the Office for National Statistics in August. 

Now, following six months of lockdown and restricted living, concerns over job security and the viability of businesses have all added to the pandemic’s significant detrimental impact on the mental health of many thousands of people. 

The need is so much greater now. MHFA England recommends that every organisation should be equipped with at least one trained mental health first aider for every 10 employees. The Re-Skill and Re-Equip fund could support training to ensure that many more people are trained as mental health first aiders, able to assist their colleagues in need.
As Chancellor, you have the power to provide the investment to help many organisations and talented people to continue to work in their current industries by re-skilling and re-equipping them for the immediate and future needs of their customers and staff. 
We would be happy to meet you and your team, as well as representatives of other departments, to provide further information in support of this recommendation.
Yours sincerely
Juliet Price
Consultant Executive Director
HBAA 
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MSS- Portland House
1 Coventry Road, 
Market Harborough, 
Leicestershire
LE16 9BX 
www.hbaa.org.uk
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	&Meetings Ltd

	10 or More Ltd

	110 Rochester Row

	2inspire Ltd

	30 Euston Square

	58VE

	abbi&me

	Absolute Corporate Events Ltd

	Abstract Events

	ACC Liverpool

	Access Bookings Ltd

	Accommodations UK

	Accor Hotels UK

	Active Hospitality

	Allianz Park (Saracens LTD)

	Almarose Hotels

	Alton Towers Resort

	Ambassadors Bloomsbury

	Amber Marketing

	Apartment Service, The

	Apex Hotels

	Ardencote

	Arora Hotels

	arrangeMYgroup

	Arsenal Football Club PLC

	Ashridge House

	Asia House

	Athenaeum, Grove & Runnymede Hotels

	Aubrey Park Hotel

	Auction House, The

	Autograph Event Solutions

	Ball Associates Ltd

	Barbican Centre, The (City of London)

	Barcelo Hotels & Resorts

	BCD Meetings and Events

	Bedford Lodge Hotel & Spa

	Belfry, The

	Best Options

	Bicester Hotel Golf and Spa

	BMA House

	Bold

	Bolton Whites Hotel

	Bombay Sapphire Distillery

	Brief 2 Event Solutions

	Bright Event Management

	Bright Vision Events

	Brooklands Hotel

	Business Design Centre

	Butlin's Conference & Events

	Cairn Hotel Group

	Calder

	Cameron House

	Capita Travel and Events

	Carton House

	Casa Hotel

	Cascade Productions Intl Ltd

	Cavendish London, The

	CCD Global Events

	CCT Venues

	Cedar Court Hotels

	CEME Conferences

	Center Parcs Ltd

	Central Hall Westminster

	Champneys

	Chelsea Football Club

	Choice Locations Ltd

	Church House Westminster

	Clearwater Events

	Compass Hospitality

	Conference Care

	Conference Hotel Group

	ConferencesGroup

	Congress Bookers Ltd

	Coniston Hotel Country Estate & Spa, The

	Convenus LLP

	Coombe Abbey Hotel

	Coppid Beech Hotel

	Countrywide Hotels

	Cowdray House

	Crème Conferences

	Dalata Hotel Group Plc - Clayton & Maldron Hotels

	Danesfield House

	Danubius Hotel Regents Park

	Dartington Hall

	DeSouza Associates

	Dolphin House Serviced Apartments

	Dorsett Hotels & Resorts

	Dotted Lines

	Down Hall Country House Hotel

	Drayton Manor Hotel & Park

	DRPG

	Easy Tiger Corporate Events Ltd

	Edinburgh Collection, The

	Edinburgh International Conference Centre

	Ellenborough Park

	Ellis Salsby Ltd

	Emirates Old Trafford - Lancashire County Cricket Club

	etc.venues

	Event Consult Limited

	Event Exchange Ltd, The

	Event Express

	Event Management Services Ltd

	Event Source

	Event Works Europe Limited

	Events @ No 6

	Events Company, The

	Ex Events

	ExCeL London

	ExecSpace

	Fairview Hotels

	Farnborough International

	First Choice Conference & Events

	Focus Hotels

	Formby Hall Golf Resort and Spa

	Foxhills

	Function Fixers

	Genting Hotel

	glh hotels

	Golden Jubilee Conference Hotel

	Good Hotel London

	Goodenough College

	Goodwood Hotel, The

	Grand Brighton Hotel

	Grand Hotel Huis ter Duin

	Hand Picked Hotels

	Harbour Hotels Group

	Harts Hotel

	Hatton Court Hotel

	Heart of England Conference and Events Centre

	Heythrop Park Resort

	Highfield Park

	Hilton Worldwide

	Hippo Events

	Hoar Cross Hall Spa Resort Ltd

	Holiday Inn London-Kensington High Street

	Homerton Conference Centre

	Hospitality Guaranteed Ltd

	Hotel and Travel Solutions Ltd (HTS)

	Hotel Desk

	Hotel Football Old Trafford

	HotelRes Ltd

	Hotels and Venues Ltd

	Hotelshop UK Ltd

	House of Commons

	Hyatt UK

	Iconic Luxury Hotels

	IET Venues

	IHG Intercontinental Hotels Group PLC

	Imago

	Imperial College London

	In2Events Ltd

	Infotel Solutions

	Infusion Event Management

	Inloco Events Ltd

	INNside by Melia Manchester

	Inntel

	Inspirational Venue Solutions

	Interstate Europe Hotels and Resorts

	ISH Venues

	Jaguar Land Rover Experience

	Jesus College

	Jigsaw Conferences Limited

	Jupiter Hotels

	Jurys Inn and Leonardo Hotels

	Kew Green Hotels

	Kings House Business Centre

	King's Venues, King's College London

	Lancaster Conferences

	Lancaster Gate Hotel

	Landmark London, The

	Lane End Conference Centre

	Langham London, The

	Lansdowne Club, The

	Lea Marston Hotel & Spa and Abbey Hotel Golf & Spa

	leaf HOSPITALITY

	LGH Hotels Management Ltd

	Lime Venue Portfolio

	Liverpool Football Club

	Lord's Cricket Ground

	Lowry Hotel (The)

	Mabrouka Events Ltd

	Macdonald Hotels & Resorts

	Manor Collection

	Marriott Hotels & Resorts UK

	Mary Ward House

	MDA

	meet events

	Meetings & Events

	Meetings Inn

	Melia White House Hotel

	Mere Golf Resort & Spa, The

	MICE Concierge Ltd

	Millennium Point

	Montcalm Luxury Hotels London, The

	MTC Conferences & Events

	Museum of London

	NAEC Stoneleigh

	Naked Events

	National Conference Centre

	National Venue Agency

	Newbury Racecourse PLC

	NH Hotel Group

	NYS Corporate Ltd

	Oakley Court Windsor, The

	Oakley Hall Hotel

	Obis 360 Limited

	O'Callaghan Hotels

	Old Course Hotel, Golf Resort & Spa

	Old Thorns Hotel

	One Great George Street

	Parallel Blue

	Park Regis Birmingham

	Pendley Manor Hotel

	Penta Hotels

	Perfect Partnership (The)

	Pestana Chelsea Bridge Hotel & Spa

	Pitt Building (The)

	Planet Pursuits

	Principal Hotel Company

	PRIORITY

	pro-ven

	QEII Centre

	Queen Mary Venues

	Radisson Edwardian

	Radisson Hotel Group

	Ramada Hotel, Sutton Coldfield

	RBH Hospitality Management

	Red Bull Racing

	Red Carnation Hotels

	Reservations 2000 Ltd

	Richmond Hill Hotel

	Robinson College

	Royal College of Physicians

	Royal Lancaster London

	Royal Windsor Racecourse

	Sage Gateshead (Music North)

	Sarova Hotels

	sbe

	Sea Containers

	Shangri-La at the Shard

	SilverDoor Apartments

	Silverstone Circuits

	SITU

	SMC Services

	Sovereign Conference

	St. Pancras Hotel Group Ltd

	Steel Events Ltd

	Strand Palace Hotel

	Studio Venue Company Ltd (The)

	Successful Events

	Sundial SOS

	Tewin Bury Farm Hotel

	The Eastside Rooms

	The Events Raccoon

	The Royal Society

	The Stratford Park Hotel

	The Vineyard at Stockcross Ltd

	The Wesley

	The Woodnorton

	Top Banana Venues

	Tottenham Hotspur Football Club

	Town Hall Hotel & Apartments

	Trinity Event Solutions Ltd

	Trump Turnberry

	Tyler Events

	Unique Venue Finders Ltd

	UniqueVenuesBirmingham

	Van Dyk by Wildes

	Venue & Hotel Finders

	Venue and Destination Solutions

	Venue-Choice Ltd

	Venuefinder Concierge

	Venues for Business

	Village Hotel Club

	viva Esprit - Inspired Events

	Vue Entertainment

	W12 Conferences

	Wallacespace Ltd.

	Warren House

	Warwick Conferences

	Wellcome Collection

	Wembley National Stadium

	Westminster College

	Whittlebury Hall & Spa

	Wilderness Reserve

	Woburn House Conference Centre

	Wolf and White

	Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre

	Worcester Warriors

	World Forum The Hague

	Worldspan Plc

	Wyboston Lakes Ltd

	Zanna Events Ltd

	Zest Global Events
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